
Wesley Bolin Plaza currently displays more than 
thirty memorials in an arrangement without planning or 
processional logic. In planning this positive evolution, the 
memorials of the Arizona State Capitol could be 
choreographed and integrated in a more meaningful way 
throughout the plaza. By rethinking the placement of these 
monuments, each can be encountered by the visitor in 
a more harmonious setting appropriate to contemplation, 
remembrance and celebration.

This concept for 
the Arizona State Capitol grows from three 

primary objectives: enhancing the 
functional and symbolic presence of the 

historic Arizona State Capitol; 
architecturally unifying and updating the 

Arizona State Capitol/House/Senate/
Executive Tower;  and providing adequate 

space for civic functions. 
The addition of a perimeter colonnade for 

circulation and shade will enhance the view 
corridor to the historic Arizona State Capitol 

and bring it new prominence and dignity.

Add a meaningful transit system to the Arizona State Capitol neighborhood. Create a vital 
connection to, within, and through surrounding neighborhoods and communities.  

Adding a railed streetcar system to replace the current ‘DASH’ bus route will connect the 
Arizona State Capitol neighborhood to the downtown core of Phoenix, providing an infusion 
of vitality that will give the area a palpable efficiency.  The streetcar will give the community 
the excitement as a place of pride and create development confidence for the rebirth of the 
downtown/Arizona State Capitol cores as comfortable, dynamic and safe places to live, 
work and visit. By providing a streetcar system that uses Washington Street and Adams 
‘in-street’ alignments, with stops spaced at a maximum eight minute walk and 
interfaces to new light rail lines and smart car/flex car connectivity, our downtown will favor 
the person over the car!

Reconsider the value of existing green spaces 
in the Capitol neighborhood, the Carnegie Library Park, 

University Park, Pioneer Cemetery, and the streetscapes of  
Woodland Park. Return Washington, Adams, and 

Jefferson Streets to two-way traffic by utilizing a formal 
traffic circle at Wesley Bolin Plaza. Improve streetscape and 

pedestrian environments along Van Buren, Adams, 
Washington, and Jefferson Streets, as well as all North-South 

connectors surrounding the Arizona State Capitol Complex.  
Incorporate shade trees and structures including photovoltaic 

collectors to energize street lighting and environmental 
graphics, unified by a new hardscape to form a 

comfortable open space network.  

The coming Arizona State 2012 Centennial will ignite a 24/7 livability in the 
Arizona State Capitol Neighborhood. The rebirth and sensitive restoration of 
the historic Arizona State Capitol Complex, as well as the aged legislative 
chambers, state administrative offices and restored Woodland Park 
neighborhood, will create dynamic change.
Empty lots, parking lots, and hot streets will be replaced! 
The well intended but overtaxed human services campus will be supported 
by more valley-wide decentralization of community services so that the 
current practice of busing in from outlaying communities is dramatically 
reduced.  
The center will again become a place of hope with new retraining facilities, 
childcare, transitional apartments and services for families in crisis.  
New affordable/attainable housing (7000 units), a new community 
supermarket and restaurant/retail opportunities will connect on tree shaded 
and well lit pedestrian friendly streets to a community outdoor market and 
refurbished parks. Washington Street will become the center of daily and 
civic life for the neighborhood, the city, and the state.

The Arizona State Capitol Complex becomes a Capitol in a park by:

Creating a landscaped environment that respects the original Beaux Arts
plan whose western edge terminates in the historic Arizona State Capitol.  

Transforming Wesley Bolin Plaza into a better-organized place with the 
elimination of surface parking lots and reorganization of memorials.  

Establishing a clear and open central lawn, as a forecourt to the Arizona 
State Capitol Complex Plaza framed by linear water features and surrounded 
by shade structures and trees.  

Enhancing the immediate area around the Arizona State Capitol build-
ings, including their western flank, with gardens that reference the diverse 
cultural landscapes of Arizona including desert, agricultural and urban 
sequences.
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The Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 
Vision was made possible through the efforts of many 
community advocates and design professionals 
including...

presentations held in the 
ASU Decision Theater

phasing diagram

For fifty years, the Arizona State Capitol Complex and its surrounding 
environs have been the focus of numerous professional and 

academic design and planning studies. Many efforts have dealt with 
the physical and pragmatic needs of state government while others 
have considered the symbolic, historic and civic importance of the 

seat of Arizona’s governance. 

The Arizona State Capitol District assets include the historic 
Arizona State Capitol Building, the Carnegie Library and Woodland 

Park Neighborhood, as well as
the recently completed State 

Offices, the Human Resources 
Campus, and the Wesley Bolin 

Plaza with its memorial 
collection.

In its current state, the Arizona 
State Capitol and its surrounds 
are, at best, ‘tired and shabby’

–an 8 to 5  business place 
of empty lots, scarce retail, 

and minimal housing.  
The one way traffic flow of 

Washington, Jefferson, and 
Adams Streets compromises 

its urbanity. The social 
challenges of homelessness 
and crime, further erode its 

sense of community and 
cohesive logic.  

In 2007, with an eye to the Arizona State 2012 Centennial, the Phoenix 
Community Alliance, in collaboration with professors and students 
from the Arizona State University College of Design, undertook the 

development of an Arizona State Capitol Mall Centennial Plan 
(the Centennial Plan) stretching from 7th to 19th Avenue and from 

Van Buren Street to Harrison Street. With input from legislative 
representatives, State administrative staffs and other stakeholders,

 a comprehensive incremental masterplan emerged. 

On November 7th and 8th, 2007, the Arizona Chapter of the AIA 
(American Institute of Architects) with funding from the National AIA 

brought together 60 architects, landscape architects, community 
advocates and representatives of ASU and the Phoenix Community 

Alliance for an Arizona State Capitol Mall Design Charrette to give 
three-dimensional form and refinement to the Centennial Plan. 

The work began with a team briefing and tour of the Arizona State 
Capitol Neighborhood. Sessions followed at the ASU Phoenix Urban 

Research Lab (PURL) and the ASU Decision Theater in Tempe.

The ‘charrette’ divided into multi-disciplinary teams 
focusing on: street/pedestrian connectivity, the Arizona 
State Capitol complex, the memorials of Wesley Bolin 
Plaza, transit, sustainability, parks and open space, 
mixed use possibilities, and implementation of the plan. 
In March 2008, the Arizona Chapter of ASLA (American 
Society of Landscape Architects) held a charrette to give input 
on the public space surrounding the Arizona State Capitol. 

Since the initial charrettes, a smaller group has continued 
to evolve, integrate, and refine the ideas into the 
Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 Vision.
The resulting work of all of these efforts has been reviewed 
with members of the community, business, government 
leaders, and the professional design community. The plan 
is presented on the ‘blue side’ of this brochure... 

re-visioning the Arizona State Capitol Complex...

This document presents the drawings and narratives that 
were created during these charrettes and is an attempt to 
extend and share our plan. 
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Phoenix is the largest capitol city in the United States, 
and Arizona is in one of the fastest growing states in the nation. 

 With the approaching Arizona State Centennial in 2012, we have the 
opportunity to transform our Arizona State Capitol into a model of 

pride and vitality.
 

The Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 Vision 
proposes and acknowledges a diverse population that works and 

lives around the Arizona State Capitol; respects our historical heritage; 
and gives form to our ambitions for prominence in sustainable 

thinking and technological innovation. There is no site more 
appropriate than our Arizona State Capitol to demonstrate our civic 

pride and commitment to our State’s future.      
Phased over the next twelve years, the first visible signs of the 

Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 Vision 
will be in place by 2010:

1/ The beginning of the renovations and additions to the Arizona State 
Capitol Complex, the old House and Senate Wings, and the Executive 

Tower that adhere to LEED EB Platinum Certification standards;  
2/The transformation of Washington Street into ‘Centennial Boulevard‘ 

to reinforce the connection between downtown Phoenix and the 
Arizona State Capitol District, for daily life and special events such as 

civic gatherings, celebrations and community parades;  

By Statehood Day 2020, the Arizona State Capitol will be a 
living reality demonstrating Arizona’s commitment to the 
Western Climate Initiative. The Arizona State Capitol will 
embody Phoenix’s 21st century urban vitality in its 
alignment with the innovative form based zoning guidelines 
of 2008. The goal of LEED Certification for new and 
existing buildings and innovative historic preservation will 
be at its heart. 

Elements central to this 2020 phase will include:

1/ 7,000 new residential units from attainable and 
affordable apartments and condos to mid-rise 
market-rate accommodations;

2/ Three new mixed-use neighborhood centers;

3/ A revitalized Van Buren commercial corridor;

4/ An expanded and reprogrammed human services
    campus;

5/ New and remodeled State offices;

6/ A renovated Wesley Bolin Plaza (on top of three 
levels of underground parking)–a grand gathering space 
embraced by public, cultural, and museum buildings and 
a reorganized and re-landscaped placement of the 
memorials of our historic remembrance. 

Implementation of this expanded and elaborated 
Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 
Vision will be a public/private partnership and establish 
Arizona as a leader in solar technology and sustainable 
living and design practices. The Arizona State Capitol 
Complex and surrounding neighborhood will become a 
national model for 24/7 urban life and a renewed point of 
pride for the citizens of Arizona.

To realize the immediate 2010 and 2012 plans, several 
next steps need to occur. Most important, is the continued 
public and private sector support of the funding process, 
including the $450,000 seed money appropriation that 
the legislature has already provided for the Arizona State 
Capitol design. 

Concurrent with funding, analysis of all functional and 
spatial requirements for the Arizona State Capitol Complex 
needs to begin. These next steps will provide the catalyst 
to secure matching private sector funding, as well as State, 
County, and City involvement for other aspects of the plan.

The Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan   2020 
Vision will create both the image and reality of Arizona 
as the most sustainable state capitol in the United States. 
The plans are pragmatic and visionary. They respect our 
history and take us into an exciting vibrant and enduring 
future.  

‘Make no little plans. They have no magic to stir men’s 
blood…Make big plans, aim high in hope and work, 
remembering that a noble, logical diagram will never die’
Daniel Burnham, American Architect 1846-1912

3/ The addition of 10,000 trees that bring shade, scale and 
comfort to streets and parks in the Arizona State Capitol District;  

4/ The return of Washington, Jefferson, and Adams Streets
 as two-way arterials from 1st Avenue to the I-17 freeway and the 

addition of a traffic circle at the east-end of Wesley Bolin Plaza.  

On Statehood day, 14 February 2012, a celebration will commence 
with a public ribbon cutting at 5th Avenue on ‘Centennial Boulevard’ and 

a ‘birthday walk’ west to the renovated Arizona State Capitol Complex.  

Citizens of Arizona and the world will experience:
1/ The completion of a solar/photovoltaic shade canopy covering 

‘Centennial Boulevard’ from 5th Avenue to Wesley Bolin Plaza;  
2/ The inauguration of the ‘Capitol Streetcar’ connecting the 
Arizona State Capitol to the Downtown ASU campus, light rail 

Central Station, business, cultural, convention and sports venues 
in downtown Phoenix (final route to be determined);

3/ The completion of the LEED EB Platinum Certified renovation and 
expansion of the Arizona State Capitol Complex;

4/ The renovation of the Arizona State Capitol grounds, enhanced with 
gardens, courtyards, and plazas recalling Arizona’s diverse 

cultural landscapes;
5/ The completion of the mixed-use market/restaurant/commercial 

center with 500 new living units at 15th Ave and Adams St.  

Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan    2020 Vision
Phoenix, Arizona

the future is now...

The Territorial Statehouse of 1900 
(our Arizona State Capitol on Statehood Day 1912) 

will be reactivated as both a historic destination 
and ‘real working building’ for the Governor and 

Legislature. 
In 2012, the building will shine as a jewel at the 

center of a renovated and expanded 
government center. It will be a touchstone of 

sustainable practice as it will support the needs 
of state government into its second centennial.

By 2012, the Arizona State Capitol Complex will be renovated and expanded 
per the Arizona State Capitol Centennial 2012 Plan.  

With careful research of all existing structures, creative space planning, 
innovative design, and LEED EB Platinum Certification, the Arizona State 

Capitol Complex will be unique among our national state capitols. 

Specific changes will include:
1. The rebirth of the original 1900 Arizona State Capitol Building as a 
working building to house functions of the Governor and Legislature; 

2/  The addition of new Senate and House offices and renovation
 of existing structures based on the careful needs assessment study, 

providing for Senate and House functions 
to be in closer proximity to the historic Arizona State Capitol building;

3/  The Creation of a skylit/subterranean foyer east of the historic 
Arizona State Capitol connecting the Senate and House; 

4/  The ‘green screening’ of the existing Senate and House Chamber’s
 and the Executive Tower, and the implementation of photovoltaic panels

 on the roofs of all contemporary (post-1920) buildings 
to reduce the environmental impact. 

Privately funded mixed-use development on the 
underutilized parking lots on Adams Street between 

12th and 15th Avenue will catalyze retail, grocery, 
restaurant uses, and 500 housing units. The state 

office buildings with residential construction above 
and parking below will benefit from the new Phoenix 

Downtown Guidelines with all buildings achieving LEED 
Gold Certification. Mixed-use development will occur 

along the frontage of the ‘Capitol Streetcar’.  
A public market on the parking lot north of the 

Mining Museum will serve the entire community.

Looking west of 15th Avenue from ‘Centennial Boulevard’. With solar trellis above, this 
transformation will come to symbolize Arizona’s leadership in photovoltaic technology as it 
provides more than 4,500 MWh/yr of power to the Arizona State Capitol. ‘Centennial Boulevard’ 
will provide a ceremonial parade venue for the State and be the pathway for the new free
‘Capitol Streetcar’.  
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‘Capitol in a Park’–Wesley Bolin Plaza as a new 
major public outdoor room framed by shaded 
colonnades that shelter the reorganized 
memorials and civic plaza space. The colonnades 
visually frame the historic Arizona State Capitol, 
enhancing its scale and stature. The clear and open 
central lawn is embraced by water features that 
symbolize Central Arizona’s canal system. The new 
public open space on the Arizona State Capitol’s 
western frontage replaces surface parking lots and 
provides future mixed-use building sites.

Aerial view looking southwest to the 
historic Arizona State Capitol across 
the new Wesley Bolin Plaza. This green 
oasis covers the subterranean parking 
garage. Surrounding colonnades house 
public assembly spaces, State History 
Museums and perhaps a new Symphony 
Hall. Vertical cyclonic wind turbines 
stand as functioning monuments to the 
State’s commitment to sustainable living 
practices. New State offices, integrated 
with mixed-use housing/retail reinforce 
the Arizona State Capital District’s 
livability and urbanity.  
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